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Calling for a day of action
Correia declares Immigration Day of Action. A7
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“My decisions have never 
reflected a judgment about 
the people before me, only 
my best judgment about 
the law and facts ... .”
— Supreme Court justice nominee Neil Gorsuch, 
during the start of his confi rmation hearing. 
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ABOVE: Bristol Community President John “Jack” Sbrega speaks during the announcement that BCC will receive $4.4 million from the Massachusetts 
Life Sciences Center to renovate its science and engineering buildings. BELOW: Massachusetts Life Sciences Center President and CEO Travis McCready 
announces that the center will provide the grant to BCC and $99,951 to Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School.

FUNDING THE FUTURE
BCC, Fall River schools 
get life-sciences boost
Kevin P. O’Connor
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — The 
next great industry in 
Massachusetts will be based 
in medicine and life science, 
state officials say.

The industry is already 
here. It is growing and 
expanding away from 
Harvard and MIT, and it is 
globally known, said Travis 
McCready, president and 
CEO of the Massachusetts 
Life Sciences Center.

And to back up those 
words, McCready came 
to town with checks: The 

MLSC granted Bristol 
Community College $4.4 mil-
lion to renovate its science 
and engineering buildings. 
Diman Regional Vocational 
Technical High School got 
$99,951 to buy equipment for 
its physics and biotechnology 
labs. Kuss Middle School 
got $40,530 to purchase bio-
technology labs and to train 
teachers in how to use them.

The hope, McCready said, 
is to interest students in sci-
ence and technology so they 
will go into the life sciences 
field to help the industry grow.

“This is all part of our master plan, 
to capture these students young.”
— Travis McCready, right, president and CEO of the Massachusetts 
Life Sciences Center.

Three races 
shaping up 
in Somerset 
town election

Michael Holtzman
Herald News Staff Reporter

SOMERSET — The 
May 8 town election may 
lack the pizzazz of prior 
ones.

No race for Board of 
Selectmen. A race for 
regional school committee 
and for two other offices, 
trustees of public library 
and Water and Sewer 
Commission.

Also, the incum-
bent School Committee 
chairman, Arastou “Stu” 
Mahjoory, said he decided 
Thursday that family and 
work demands offset his 
desire to seek re-election 
or run for selectman.   

Under the category of 
quirkiest election activity, 
the seat for Housing 
Authority will be removed 

Eric Tucker and 
Eileen Sullivan
Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— The FBI is investi-
gating whether President 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
associates coordinated 
with Russian officials 
in an effort to sway the 
2016 presidential elec-
tion, Director James 
Comey said Monday in an 
extraordinary public con-
firmation of a probe the 
president has refused to 
acknowledge, dismissed as 

fake news and blamed on 
Democrats. 

In a bruising five-
hour session, the FBI 
director also knocked 
down Trump’s claim 
that his predecessor had 
wiretapped his New York 
skyscraper, an assertion 
that has distracted White 
House officials and frus-
trated fellow Republicans 
who acknowledge they’ve 
seen no evidence to sup-
port it. 

The revelation of the 

State changes leading to 
Housing Authority tweaks

Legal-pot backers urge panel to pause on law changes
Bob Salsberg
Associated Press

BOSTON — Backers of 
legalized recreational mari-
juana urged Massachusetts 
legislators Monday to hold 
off, at least for now, on 
making any significant 
changes to a law voters 
approved in November. 

The appeal came during 
the first public hearing held 
by a special legislative com-
mittee formed to review 

the law, which passed by a 
240,000 vote margin and 
made Massachusetts one of 
eight states that allow adults 
to use recreational marijuana. 

House and Senate leaders 
have promised to respect 
the will of the electorate. Yet 
lawmakers also have angered 
many marijuana advocates by 
making clear their willingness 
to consider a higher tax rate 
on legal marijuana sales and 
address other issues, including 
the ability of local officials to 

keep pot shops out of their 
communities; limits on the 
potency of edible marijuana; 
and further restrictions on 
homegrown marijuana, now 
capped at a dozen pot plants 
per household. 

The group that led the 
ballot initiative, Yes on 4, said 
the Legislature should take 
a hands-off approach until a 
state regulatory board is in 
place and has a chance to for-
mulate recommendations for 
lawmakers. 

That board, known 
as the Cannabis Control 
Commission, has yet to be 
appointed. 

“In no way are we trying 
to curtail any of your legis-
lative duties,” insisted Jim 
Borghesani, spokesman for 
Yes on 4, when asked point-
edly by the committee’s House 
chairman, Democratic Rep. 
Mark Cusack, why the panel 
should defer to regulators. 

AP PHOTO  |  J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

FBI Director James Comey, left, joined by National Security 
Agency Director Michael Rogers, right, testifies on Capitol Hill in 
Washington on Monday before the House Intelligence Committee 
hearing on allegations of Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election.

Comey says FBI 
probing Trump’s 
links to Russia
Director says no evidence 
to back wiretapping claims
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Mayor Correia 
declares today 
city’s Immigration 
Day of Action
Herald News Staff

Mayor Jasiel Correia II has proclaimed 
March 21 Fall River’s Immigration Day of 
Action.

According to a release from Correia’s 
office, Correia is joining with mayors “across 
the country in an initiative to bring attention 
to immigration policy as implemented on the 
national level.”

“As the child of immigrants as well as the 
mayor of Fall River, this is a vital issue for me, 
as it is for all residents of the city,” Correia 
said in a statement.

The full text of the proclamation is as fol-
lows:

Whereas:  The United States of America is 
a nation of immigrants and has always been a 
haven for people of the world in their struggle 
for freedom and a better life; and

Whereas:  Our national immigration policy 
has long been in need of meaningful reform; 
and

Whereas:  Fall River has always been a wel-
coming and safe community for immigrants of 
many countries; and

Whereas:  Immigrants have proven to be 
vital contributors to the spirit, life, culture and 
economy of Fall River; and

Whereas:  The immigrant population of our 
great country is facing unprecedented threats 
to their safety and well-being; and

Whereas: The U. S. Conference of Mayors 
has resolved to host a national Immigration 
Day of Action on Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Now therefore: I, Mayor Jasiel F. Correia II, 
in joining with hundreds of my fellow mayors 
and millions of Americans, do hereby proclaim 
March 21, 2017 Fall River’s Immigration Day 
of Action.

Brian Fraga
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Police are 
investigating a reported armed 
robbery Friday night on East Main 
Street.

The victim, a 48-year-old Fall 
River man, flagged down Fall River 
police Officer Joshua Carreiro on 

the 200 block of East Main Street 
around 2:30 p.m. Saturday to 
report that he had been robbed the 
night before, Fall River police Lt. 
Ronald Furtado said.

The victim said he had been 
outside a bar around 8 p.m. 
Friday when a man approached 
him, brandished a pocket knife 
and demanded his wallet. The 

victim said he handed over his 
wallet, at which point the assailant 
took the cash and ran off, leaving 
the wallet behind. The assailant is 
described as being in his 30s with 
brown hair and a medium build, 
about 5 feet, 7 inches tall, Furtado 
said.

Carreiro asked the victim why 
he had not reported the robbery 

earlier, to which the victim replied 
because he had not been harmed 
and that it was only a small 
amount of money that had been 
taken. The victim said he changed 
his mind when he saw the officer 
patrolling the area, Furtado said.

EMAIL BRIAN FRAGA AT 
BFRAGA@HERALDNEWS.COM.

Brian Fraga
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Police are 
investigating two early-morning 
shots-fired incidents Sunday in 
Fall River.

In the first incident, reported 
around 3:10 a.m., officers located 
two shell casings in the area near 
Bay and Globe streets. Fall River 
police Officer Nicholas Custadio 
and other responding officers 
found one casing in the roadway 
and another on a nearby walkway, 

but there were no indications 
of property damage or anyone 
being injured, Fall River police Lt. 
Ronald Furtado said.

Around 4:18 a.m., Fall River 
police Officer David Gouveia 
responded to a report of gunshots 
on the 1300 block of Slade Street. 
There, the officers found nine 
shell casings near Maple Gardens, 
Furtado said.

The officers spoke with two 
young men who said they had just 
been dropped off by a friend and 
were walking to their apartments 

when they saw a vehicle driving 
east on Slade Street. Someone 
in that vehicle rolled down a 
window and then gunfire rang 
out. The individuals ran to their 
apartments and were unharmed, 
Furtado said.

Officers subsequently located 
the vehicle that had dropped 
off the young men on Slade 
Street. The vehicle had been 
damaged by gunfire. The driver 
told the officer that he ducked 
when he saw the other vehicle 
approaching, and that he sped 

away as it opened fire on them. 
The driver suffered a superficial 
wound when a bullet grazed his 
arm, but he refused medical treat-
ment, Furtado said.

Detectives are investigating. 
Anyone with information is urged 
to contact the Fall River Police 
Department’s Major Crimes 
Division at 508-324-2796, or call 
the police department’s anony-
mous tips line at 508-672-TIPS.

EMAIL BRIAN FRAGA AT 
BFRAGA@HERALDNEWS.COM.

Police probing 2 separate shots-fi red reports

Fall River police investigating knifepoint robbery

investigation of possible collusion with 
Russians, and the first public confirma-
tion of the wider probe that began last 
summer, came in a remarkable hearing 
by one branch of government examining 
serious allegations against another branch 
and the new president’s election campaign.

Tight-lipped for the most part, Comey 
refused to offer details on the scope, targets 
or timeline for the FBI investigation, which 
could shadow the White House for months, 
if not years. The director would not say 
whether the probe has turned up evidence 
that Trump associates may have schemed 
with Russians during a campaign marked 
by email hacking that investigators believe 
was aimed at helping the Republican defeat 
Democrat Hillary Clinton. 

“I can promise you,” the FBI director 
vowed, “we will follow the facts wherever 
they lead.” 

Comey for the first time put himself pub-
licly at odds with the president by contra-
dicting a series of recent tweets from Trump 
that asserted his phones had been ordered 
tapped by President Barack Obama during 
the campaign. 

“With respect to the president’s tweets 
about alleged wiretapping directed at him by 
the prior administration, I have no informa-
tion that supports those tweets, and we have 
looked carefully inside the FBI,” Comey said. 
The same was true, he added, of the Justice 
Department. 

His confirmation of the Russia-links 
investigation was striking given the FBI’s 
historic reluctance to discuss its work. But 
Comey said the intense public interest in the 
matter — and permission from the Justice 
Department — made it appropriate to do so. 

Comey said the collusion inquiry began 
last July as part of a broader probe into 
Russian meddling in American politics, 
meaning Trump was elected president as 
associates remained under investigation for 
possible connections to Russia. 

Clinton allies on Monday contrasted 
Comey’s silence during the campaign with 
public comments he made last year when 
closing out an investigation into Clinton’s 
email practices and then, shortly before 
Election Day, announcing that the probe 
would be revived following the discovery of 
additional emails. Many Democrats blame 
Comey’s public updates with stoking worries 
about Clinton’s trustworthiness and turning 
voters against her. 

Comey acknowledged that “some folks 
may want to make comparisons to past 
instances” where he and other officials were 
more open, but he said those were about 
concluded investigations. 

In the current case, it’s not clear how long 
it will take for the FBI to decide if a crime 
was committed, but counterintelligence 
investigations are known for being com-
plicated and time-intensive — and for fre-
quently concluding without charges. Comey 
would not commit to a timetable. 

Regardless of the outcome, the inves-
tigation is unquestionably an unwelcome 
distraction for an administration that has 
struggled to move past questions about ties 
to Russia. The White House tried anew 
Monday to distance itself from two former 
senior members of Trump’s team, Paul 
Manafort and Michael Flynn, who have been 
under scrutiny for foreign contacts. 

FROM PAGE A1

FBI: Probing 
Trump’s ties 
to Russia

from the ballot as a result of timing 
and a 2014 change in the state law.

Town Clerk Delores Berge cited 
a memo last month from Michelle 
Tassinari, Elections Division 
director and legal counsel, spelling 
out the parameters. As a result, 
Thomas Potter of 53 Windward 
Drive, incumbent member and 
Housing Authority chairman, 
whose term expires in May, will 
continue to serve until new proce-
dures are put in place. 

But Potter’s name will not be on 
the ballot for an elected seat, Berge 
said.

“If your town election (May 8) 
is more than 64 days away from 
the date of this memo (Feb. 15), 
do not include the position of local 
Housing Authority board member 
on the ballot if there is a seat set to 
expire this spring,” Tassinari wrote 
in an email to town clerks in the 
state.

She explained “in 2014, there 
was a change to Massachusetts law 
that reduced the number of board 
members elected by voters of the 
town from four members down to 
three. The fourth elected member 
must be a tenant who is elected by 
tenants,” Tassinari said.

The complication arose from 
the state Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
being required to “promulgate 
regulations on the tenant-election 
process.” The elections official said 
DHCD expects to issue that pro-

cess by late this spring, which she 
called a “misalignment between the 
law and the timing of the regula-
tions.”

It has caused confusion for this 
spring’s elections, hence the 64-day 
timing, the secretary of the state’s 
Elections Division said.

According to the most recently 
published Somerset town report, 
the five Housing Authority mem-
bers include four elected by town 
voters and a fifth that is state-
appointed.

The authority is responsible for 
administering and providing public 
housing for senior citizens ages 60 
and older and handicapped per-
sons on disability under Chapter 
667 of state law.

The Somerset Housing 
Authority oversees two complexes 
on Read Street: John F. Kennedy 
Terrace and Eugene Murphy 
Village.

Lucia Casey, the town moder-
ator who is running unopposed for 
re-election, is the authority’s hired 
part-time executive director.

Since Thursday’s deadline to 
take out nomination papers, one 
race that took shape was Lloyd 
Mendes, 46 Anawan St., showing 
interest in the three-year term for 
Somerset Berkley Regional School 
Committee.

After returning papers before 
Monday’s 5 p.m. deadline, Mendes 
will oppose SBR School Committee 
incumbent Stephanie Field, 150 
Popular Ave. Field, the committee 

vice chairwoman, returned her 
papers on Friday with the required 
50 signatures, Berge said.

“My position on the budget is 
the same as it was last year when 
I ran for selectman,” Mendes said 
of his candidacy when he finished 
fourth.

“The town is losing the last of 
$13 million dollars in annual rev-
enue from Brayton Point power 
plant, and many taxpayers cannot 
afford to pay the difference in 
higher taxes. 

“I demand cost-effective and 
prioritized spending in every 
department,” Mendes said, adding, 
“This year, I am focusing on the 
high school.”

For selectman, Chairman David 
Berube, seeking his second term, 
will not have an opponent. 

That’s a contrast to the past two 
years when the respective board 
chairmen, Donald Setters and Scott 
Lebeau, were knocked out in races 
that were not close. 

Selectmen Steven Moniz and 
Holly McNamara were elected in 
2015 and 2016.  

The other two races this year, 
both for three-year terms, have 
Water and Sewer Commission 
incumbent Scott O’Brien, 90 
Falcon Locke Way, facing chal-
lenger Paul King, 2653 County St.; 
also, for two seats for trustee of 
public library, the candidates are 
incumbent Kathleen Rubano, 312 
Highview Ave., and challengers 
Kimberly Michaud, 222 Highview 

Ave., and Elizabeth Almeida, 393 
Wood St..

With Mahjoory stepping 
down from the Somerset School 
Committee, incumbent com-
mittee member Melissa Terra, 
102 Banville Ave., and newcomer 
Andrew Crook, 545 Kenneth 
Ave., will hold the two three-year 
seats.

Mahjoory told The Herald News 
he strongly considered running. 
With four children in the town ele-
mentary, middle and high schools 
and work demands, he could not 
continue to perform in the elected 
office the way it requires, he said.

A former selectman, he did not 
rule out a future run.

Others elected without competi-
tion, all incumbents, include:

• Town Clerk, Dolores Berge,
373 Arch St.

• Assessor, Michael Correia, 10
Waring Road.

• Planning Board, John Toulan,
31 Eugene Murphy Village.

• Playground and Recreation
Commission, James Pereira, 160 
Purington St.

Playground & Recreation 
Commission and Planning Board 
are five-year terms and assessor 
and town clerk are three-year 
terms.

Six of the candidates running 
returned papers Friday or Monday.

EMAIL MICHAEL HOLTZMAN AT 
MHOLTZMAN@HERALDNEWS.COM OR CALL 

HIM AT 508-676-2573.
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Election: No race for selectmen position

“This is all part of our master 
plan, to capture these students 
young,” he said.

McCready announced the 
grants Monday during an event 
in the John Sbrega Health Science 
Building at BCC.

In addition to the $4.4 million 
BCC will get in the grant, the col-
lege will appropriate $2 million of 
its own money to finance the proj-
ects planned.

The money will be used to 
upgrade six laboratories at BCC 
that will be used by students in the 

health science field, according to 
Anthony Ucci, the associate vice 
president of academic affairs at 
BCC.

“You’ve probably heard 
employers say they can’t find 
employees with the skills they 
need,” he said. With the upgrades, 
students will train on the latest 
equipment used in the life science 
fields to build surgical instruments, 
prosthetics and vaccines, Ucci said.

“The lasting impact of this grant 
will be far greater than the imme-
diate future,” he said.

The development of the life 

science curriculum is one of the 
hallmarks of Sbrega’s presidency at 
BCC, according to Robert Mellion, 
the CEO of the Bristol County 
Chamber and an adjunct professor 
of social sciences at BCC.

“BCC is laying the educational 
foundation for a lot of the eco-
nomic growth and the turnaround 
for the city and the SouthCoast,” 
Mellion said. Health care and life 
science is the largest employment 
sector in Fall River now, and it is 
growing.

“BCC figured this out 20 years 
ago because of Jack Sbrega,” 

Mellion said.
The grant money is provided 

through MLSC, an investment 
agency formed and funded by the 
state. The agency will award a total 
of 63 grants worth $39 million to 
colleges, high schools and middle 
schools around the state.

It will be used well locally, 
Sbrega promised.

“The money will be put to good 
use to further enhance the experi-
ence of the student,” he said.

EMAIL KEVIN P. O’CONNOR AT 
KOCONNOR@HERALDNEWS.COM.
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Grant: BCC also using $2M of own cash

The Legislature already has 
moved to delay the opening of 
retail marijuana stores until mid-
2018 at the soonest. Among dozens 
of other marijuana-related bills 
filed are proposals ranging from 
minor tweaks to the law to its 
outright repeal — the latter an 
extremely unlikely scenario. 

The law imposes a 3.75 percent 
excise tax on top of Massachusetts’ 
normal 6.25 sales tax and an 
optional 2 percent local tax, adding 
up to a 12 percent maximum tax. 

State Treasurer Deb Goldberg, 
whose office is overseeing imple-

mentation of the law, called the 
relatively low excise tax “an area of 
immediate concern.” 

“It stands in stark contrast to 
the excise rates applied in other 
states, such as Washington at 37 
percent tax rate, Colorado at 29 
percent and Oregon and Alaska at 
25 percent,” Goldberg said. 

The treasurer and other state 
officials have questioned whether 
the current tax would generate 
enough revenue to cover the costs 
of regulating recreational mari-
juana. 

Backers of the law counter 
that keeping the tax rate relative 

low — at least initially — would 
encourage consumers to visit legal 
marijuana establishments and help 
put illegal dealers out of business. 

State revenue officials estimated 
the current tax would generate $64 
million in the first year and $132 
million in the second year, adding 
that it’s difficult to accurately 
project marijuana sales. 

In a letter to the committee 
on Monday, the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association complained 
that local elected officials are being 
shut out of the marijuana licensing 
process. Under the law, pot shops 
can only be barred from a commu-

nity through a voter referendum. 
The association urged a change 
that would allow local governing 
bodies, such as city councils or 
boards of selectmen, to decide 
those questions without a refer-
endum. 

Among those attending the 
standing-room only hearing were 
Paul and Dorothy Connors, a 
Holbrook couple who said they sup-
port recreational marijuana law and 
believe lawmakers should respect 
voters by leaving the law alone. 

“Now they’re trying to change 
everything,” said Paul Connors. 
“It’s not right.”

FROM PAGE A1

Pot: Legislature aims to delay retail stores

BOSTON (AP) — A former 
friend of ex-NFL star Aaron 
Hernandez told the jury at 
Hernandez’s double-murder trial 
Monday that he opened fire on a 
car because he believed two men 
inside had taunted him at a night-
club. 

Alexander Bradley testified 
about the shootings on July 16, 

2012. Bradley said Hernandez 
ordered him to pull up next to the 
victims’ car at a stop light and then 
repeatedly fired a revolver into the 
car. Safiro Furtado and Daniel de 
Abreu were killed. 

Relatives of the men wept as 
Bradley testified, prompting Judge 
Jeffrey Locke to call for a brief 
recess. 

Bradley said Hernandez used a 
racial epithet and said, “What’s up 
now?” before firing. 

The Boston Globe reported 
that Bradley also testified that 
Hernandez “felt people thought he 
was soft” and he wanted to prove 
them wrong. 

The former New England 
Patriots tight end is accused of 

killing the men after de Abreu 
accidentally bumped into him 
and spilled his drink at the Boston 
club. He also is accused of shooting 
Bradley in the face months later 
after he became worried that 
Bradley would tell authorities about 
the earlier shootings and is charged 
with witness intimidation. Bradley 
lost an eye in the shooting.

Witness: Hernandez shot men after drink spilled at club
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