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Workers set up the staging around the clock tower of Flanagan Hall 
at Mass Maritime in Buzzards Bay, which is undergoing restoration.  

[PETER PEREIRA/THE STANDARD-TIMES/SCMG]

TOWERING 
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An uncertain time 
for refugees
For those resettled in the U.S. 
and the workers helping them, 
President Donald Trump’s 
restrictions causing concern, 
confusion. A10

Communities want to 
oversee marijuana sales
Cities and towns are urging 
lawmakers to make it easier to 
prohibit sales without holding a 
community vote. A10

COURTS AND CRIME

‘I won’t give 
you a dime’
Business owner uses bat 
to fi ght off knife-wielding 
would-be robber. A3

Wessam Mohamed, 
owner of Wessam’s 
Variety Store on 
Acushnet Avenue in 
New Bedford’s North 
End, discusses what 
compelled him to 
fight back against 
an armed thief 
during a robbery 
attempt last week. 
CURT BROWN THE 
STANDARD-TIMES/
SCMG

Out and About
Visit SouthCoastToday.com/
OutandAbout to browse our 
photo gallery of people 
celebrating the 40th New 
Bedford Half Marathon.

BY THE NUMBERS

$4.4 MILLION » to Bristol 
Community College 
$110,000 » to New Bedford High School 
$107,982 » to Global Learning 
Charter Public School 
$25,000 » to New Bedford middle schools 

NEW BEDFORD

Grant money 
awarded to 
BCC, three 
city schools
Funds aimed at boosting 
curriculum focusing on 
medicine and life sciences. A3

THE DETAILS » The meeting will be 
held from 6 to 8 p.m. March 30 at the 
New Bedford Whaling Museum. 

NEW BEDFORD

Help for 
the hurting
Public forum scheduled to 
connect those suffering 
from addiction and their 
loved ones with agencies 
looking to help. A3

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING

FBI PROBING POSSIBLE 
TRUMP-RUSSIA TIES
Comey also dismisses claim that Trump Tower was wiretapped by Obama. A7

Found it!
Brady’s missing Super Bowl jerseys 
found in Mexico with member of 
international media. SPORTS, B1

Spring in their step
SouthCoast athletes getting 
back into the swing of things 
for spring sports. SPORTS, B1

WESTPORT

Measure 
could erase 
athletic fees
.3 percent increase 
in school budget 
considered to eliminate 
charges for sports. A2
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Stating their case
Candidates for Board of 
Selectmen square off for 
pre-election debate. A2
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CORRECTION
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Questions? Contact Jack Spillane, executive news editor  |  508-979-4472  |  jspillane@s-t.com  |  @JackSpillaneSCT

The Standard-Times strives 
for accuracy and fairness. To 
report an error or to seek a 
correction or clarifi cation in 
print, please call the news-
room at 508-979-4440.

By Curt Brown
cbrown@s-t.com

NEW BEDFORD — State health 
officials and Rep. Antonio F.D. 
Cabral are hosting a public forum 
for community members this 
month to help those struggling 
with addiction. 

The meeting will be held from 6 
to 8 p.m. March 30 at the Whal-
ing Museum, according to a news 
release from the office of the New 
Bedford Democrat. The forum 
hopes to provide information, 
resources and support for people 
dealing with addiction. 

A panel of experts, including 
New Bedford Police Chief Joseph 
C. Cordeiro as well as represen-
tatives of Seven Hills Behavioral 
Health, Positive Action Against 
Chemical Addiction and

Southcoast Health will present 
information and answer ques-
tions. The panelists will discuss 
the opioid crisis and provide the 
latest information on efforts by 
the public and private sectors to 
respond to the crisis.

The state DPH will have a 
representative, who will dis-
cuss prevention, drug use, take 
back programs and the safe and 
proper storage of medications in 
the home, according to a spokes-
woman for Cabral’s office. An 
official with Seven Hills will 
speak about treatment and detox 
services.

PAACA will relay information 
about recovery support sys-
tems for families in the Greater 
New Bedford area and South-
coast Health will discuss existing 
addiction-related services and 

how to navigate the process, said 
the spokeswoman for Cabral. The 
moderator will be Deryk Meehan, 
DPH’s Southeast manager. 

Cabral said he planned the 
forum with DPH because there 
is such a need for community 
awareness in New Bedford. “I 
believe a strong community sup-
port system, where important 
information is readily available, 
is key to solving the issues we are 
currently facing,” he said.

Providing awareness and access 
to resources are two of the main 
objectives of the meeting and 
the hope is that people will leave 
with information they or family 
members need to get on the road 
to recovery, he said.

“The opioid crisis has had far-
reaching, devastating effects 
on our community and has dis-
rupted countless lives, which is 
why we need to look at all of the 
available solutions to best address 

this complex crisis,” Cabral said. 
“New Bedford Police Chief 
Joseph Cordeiro’s participation 
and support is important for the 
stakeholders involved in this 
issue. I hope turnout will be high 
since many families have been 
impacted one way or another by 
this epidemic.”

Carl Alves, PAACA’s execu-
tive director, said the forum is 
an opportunity for caregivers “to 
reconnect” with the community 
and to enlighten people about 
the resources for those battling 
addiction. “Our goal is to gener-
ate an ongoing conversation going 
forward,” he said. “The OD (over-
dose) crisis is at the forefront of 
everyone’s conversation.”

The forum follows a DPH report 
five weeks ago that highlighted 
the increasing role that fentanyl 
is playing in many fatal over-
doses across the state. DPH’s 
fourth quarter report for 2016 

said that while fatal heroin over-
doses are down across the state,
fatal overdoses from fentanyl are
on the rise.

The number of confirmed fatal
opioid overdoses statewide in
2016 was 1,465 with an estimated
469 to 562 suspected opioid-
related deaths; those may be
added to the total when the review
of the cases is completed, DPH
said. In New Bedford, there were
48 confirmed fatal overdoses in
2015.

Additional cases are still being
confirmed by the state Office of
Chief Medical Examiner for 2014
and 2015, the report said. The sta-
tistics will be updated quarterly
and all new confirmed cases will
be included in the town-by-town
listing with newly confirmed
cases.

—Follow Curt Brown on Twit-
ter @CurtBrown_SCT

NEW BEDFORD

A conversation about help
Public forum aims to address opioid crisis, connect 
the addicted and their loved ones with assistance 

By Kevin P. O’Connor
Fall River Herald News

FALL RIVER — The next great indus-
try in Massachusetts will be based in 
medicine and life science, state officials 
say.

The industry is already here, it is grow-
ing and expanding away from Harvard 
and MIT and it is globally known, said 
Travis McCready, president and CEO of 
the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center.

And to back up those words McCready 
came to town with checks: The MLSC 
granted Bristol Community College 
$4.4 million to renovate its science and 
engineering buildings. Schools in New 
Bedford and Fall River also received 
money.

The hope, McCready said, is to inter-
est students in science and technology 
so they will go into the life sciences field 
to help the industry grow.

“This is all part of our master plan, to 
capture these students young,” he said.

McCready announced the grants 
Monday during an event in the John 
Sbrega Health Science Building at BCC.

In addition to the $4.4 million BCC will 
get in the grant, the college will appropri-
ate $2 million of its own money to finance 
the projects planned.

The money will be used to upgrade 
six laboratories at BCC that will be used 
by students in the health science field, 
according to Anthony Ucci, the associ-
ate vice president of academic affairs at 
BCC.

“You’ve probably heard employers say 
they can’t find employees with the skills 
they need,” he said. With the upgrades, 
students will train on the latest equip-
ment used in the life science fields to 

build surgical instruments, prosthetics 
and vaccines, Ucci said.

“The lasting impact of this grant 
will be far greater than the immediate 
future,” he said.

The development of the life science 

curriculum is one of the hallmarks of 
Sbrega’s presidency at BCC, according 
to Robert Mellion, the CEO of the Bristol 
County Chamber and an adjunct profes-
sor of social sciences at BCC.

“BCC is laying the educational 

foundation for a lot of the economic 
growth and the turn around for the city 
and the South Coast,” Mellion said. 
Health care and life science is the larg-
est employment sector in Fall River now 
and it is growing.

“BCC figured this out 20 years ago 
because of Jack Sbrega,” Mellion said.

The grant money is provided through 
MLSC, an investment agency formed 
and funded by the state. The agency will 
award a total of 63 grants worth $39 mil-
lion to colleges, high schools and middle 
schools around the state.

It will be used well locally, Sbrega 
promised.

“The money will be put to good use 
to further enhance the experience of the 
student,” he said.

Grants for New Bedford schools were 
announced by the Massachusetts Life 
Sciences Center as follows:

■ New Bedford High School will get 
$110,000 to establish a biotechnology 
training program in partnership with 
Amgen Biotech Experience and the Har-
vard University Life Sciences Outreach 
Program.

■ Global Learning Charter Public
School in New Bedford is receiving 
$107,982 to create a new biotechnology 
course based on a hands-on, project-
based program. Global Learning will 
also add biotechnology programming 
and research skills to its robotics course 
and introduction lab skills in other life 
science and chemistry courses.

■ New Bedford Middle Schools are
getting $25,000 to expand their life sci-
ence curriculum initiative and couple 
effective STEM instruction at Keith, 
Normandin and Roosevelt middle 
schools.

EDUCATION

BCC, New Bedford schools 
get life sciences boost

Travis McCready, president and CEO of the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, dis-
cusses the grants awarded to BCC and other Fall River schools Monday morning. [KEVIN P. 

O’CONNOR/THE HERALD NEWS]

By Curt Brown
cbrown@s-t.com

NEW BEDFORD — Wessam 
Mohamed says he works 13 hours 
a day, 365 days a year, has no 
employees and was not going to 
let a knife-wielding thief steal his 
hard-earned cash.

The owner of Wessam’s Vari-
ety on Acushnet Avenue in the 
city’s North End said he knew in 
an instant what he was going to 
do at closing time Thursday night 
when a thief, wearing a mask and 
brandishing a long knife, threat-
ened to kill him if he did not give 
him his cash.

Mohamed said he decided to 
fight back. He just had to wait for 
the right chance. 

“Fill the bag with the money. 
I’m not kidding. I will kill you,” 

Mohamed said the thief told him.
The owner said he told the thief 

“to calm down,” and “relax.” The 
thief replied, “‘give me the money 
now,” Mohamed said.

His wife, Safaa Mohamed, was 
also in the store during the rob-
bery. “No, no money. It’s our 
money,” she said.

Mohamed said he again told the 
thief to calm down and relax, this 
time adding the words, “I won’t 
give you a dime.”

T h e  t h i e f  l o o k e d  i n t o 
Mohamed’s eyes and swung 
his knife, he said. “All the time 
he looked at me I’m just wait-
ing for a chance for him to look 
elsewhere.’

Then that moment came.
The thief leaned over the 

counter and grabbed the small 
cash register, and Mohamed 
reached under the counter for 
his black, aluminum baseball bat.

With one quick swing, he 
brought it down on the thief’s 
arm. He swung it a second time 
and this time it missed the thief 

and hit the counter, but caused 
the would-be robber to lose his 
balance.

The thief stood up and swung 
his knife. This time Mohamed 
pulled his bat back and aimed 
for the man’s head.

The suspect then fled the 
store and headed east on Shaw 
Street — without the shopkeep-
er’s money.

Mohamed gave up the chase 
when Shaw Street became 
“very dark,” and he wondered 
if others were involved in the 
robbery attempt, he said. He 
did not immediately see a 
Honda that was parked near 
the corner of Shaw Street and 
Acushnet Avenue or realize its 
possible connection until the 
vehicle drove down Shaw Street 
and the suspect jumped inside. 

Mohamed’s 10-year-old 
son was in the store at the time 
of the robbery, playing in the 
aisle, his father said. His son 
saw the thief with the mask and 
knife and walked to the back of 

the store and then went up the 
stairs, knocked on the doors of 
the apartments above the busi-
ness, yelling for help.

Mohamed, an Egyptian 
national who came to the U.S. 
a year ago, said he is normally 
a quiet man and only feared for 
the safety of his wife and son, not 
for himself. “I don’t like to fight. 
I prefer to settle everything with 
words,” he said.

But faced with an armed 
robber with his wife and son 
present, he said, and knowing he 

had worked so hard for what he
makes caused him to take action.
“It’s not acceptable for someone
to steal your money for drugs,”
he said.

Mohamed was a hero with his
customers on Monday. Several
of them commended him for his
courage in fighting back as they
made their purchases. “I saw you
on TV. You’re a champion,” said
a customer.

—Follow Curt Brown on Twitter 
@CurtBrown_SCT

ROBBERY

Robbery target fi ghts back

Store surveillance video shows a masked knife-wielding suspect fleeing 
Wessam Variety on Acusnet Avenue in New Bedford after the store’s owner 
swung a baseball bat at him. [STILL IMAGE FROM CONTRIBUTED VIDEO]

Store owner thwarts 
knife attack with 
baseball bat after thief 
tries to rob him

Former friend says 
Hernandez fi red at car

BOSTON (AP) — A 
former friend of ex-NFL 
star Aaron Hernandez told the 
jury at Hernandez’s double-
murder trial Monday that 
he opened fi re on a car 
because he believed two men 
inside had taunted him at a 
nightclub.

Alexander Bradley testifi ed 
about the shootings on July 
16, 2012. Bradley said Her-
nandez ordered him to pull up 
next to the victims’ car at a 
stop light and then repeatedly 
fi red a revolver into the car. 
Safi ro Furtado and Daniel de 
Abreu were killed.

Bradley said Hernan-
dez used a racial epithet and 
said, “What’s up now?” before 
fi ring.

The Boston Globe reported 
that Bradley also testifi ed 
that Hernandez “felt people 
thought he was soft” and he 
wanted to prove them wrong.

1,500 acres conserved 
in river valley

MATTAPOISETT — About 
1,500 acres of forests and wet-
lands in the Mattapoisett River 
Valley have been permanently 
protected between 2001 and 
2016, according to a report 
released Monday by the Buz-
zards Bay Coalition.

Mattapoisett, Fairhaven, 
Marion and Rochester worked 
with the nonprofi t coalition 
to conserve 1,468 acres, an 
average of 98 acres per year, 
to protect public drinking 
water supplies and prevent 
new sources of pollution to 
Buzzards Bay.

A press release from the 
Buzzards Bay Coalition calls 
the river valley which spans 
from Snipatuit Pond in Roch-
ester to Mattapoisett Harbor, 
one of the most important 
water resources in South-
eastern Massachusetts. The 
underground aquifer supplies 
drinking water to over 24,000 
residents in the four South-
Coast towns. In addition, the 
river supports outdoor rec-
reation, a historically active 
river herring run and a number 
of rare and threatened plant 
and animal species.

In 2000, the coalition part-
nered with the Mattapoisett 
River Valley Water Supply Pro-
tection Committee which has 
representatives from the four 
SouthCoast towns, to safe-
guard drinking water supplies 
by conserving the land. At 
that time, eight percent of the 
river valley was permanently 
protected from development 
which has increased to 17 
percent. In an area that lies 
closest to the drinking water 
wells, 28 percent has been 
protected.
—Aimee Chiavaroli

Raynham man gets 
2 1/2 years for 
assaulting minor

RAYNHAM — A town resident 
was convicted of molesting his 
girlfriend’s 6-year-old daughter 
and was given the maximum 
jail sentence.

Damion Paxton, 39, was 
convicted by a jury in Taunton 
District Court earlier this month 
of indecent assault and battery 
of a child under 14, enticing a 
child under 16 and assault and 
battery.

Judge Michael Brennan 
sentenced Paxton to the maxi-
mum of 2 ½   years in a house of 
correction. Once he is released, 
he will be on supervised GPS 
monitored probation for an 
additional fi ve years.

The case goes back to 2013, 
when the victim was 6 years 
old. Paxton, who lived with the 
victim and her mother for about 
two months, would get the girl 
into his bedroom by allowing 
her to play a video game.
—The Brockton Enterprise




